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“... the people in Bengal are more alert than
in other parts of India, . The main reason for the special distinction

that we find in Bengal is that many great men were born there
during that last century (nineteenth century). ... It can be said that
Iswarchandra Vidyasagar was the greatest among them.” (“collected
works of Mahatma Gandhi”, vol. v (1905-1906), New Delhi, 1961, p.

65-66)
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“.. the people in Bengal are more alert than in other
parts of India. .. The main reason for the special
distinction that we find in Bengal is that many great
men were born there during the last century
(nineteenth century). ... It can be said that Iswarchandra
Vidyasagar was the greatest among qttléern."’ 5
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“On the occasion of the Harijan Day, I sincerely hope
that pure love will be roused in the hearts of caste
Hindus towards their Harijan brothers and sisters, and
that every Hindu, man or women, will be convinced of
the need for the eradication of untouchability.”
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“As for me, I am carrying on the campaign among caste
Hindus for the eradication of untouchability and at the
same time telling Harians what their dharma is.”
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“I am really helpless. 1 think the caste should
interfere in the matter."® Not
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“He was really a fakir, a sannyasi or a yogi. It behoves
us all to reflect on his life.””"
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“The extreme forms in which my passion for self-help
and simplicity ultimately expressed itself will be
described in their proper place: The seed had been long
sown. It only needed watering to take root, to flower
and to fructly, and the watering came in due course.”
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