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The themes of displacement, rootlessness, alienation and
identity crisis or dentity construction have been a recurring issue for
liierary discussion and debate in the contemporary postcolonial
literature, specifically in South-Asian diasporic literature. The
problem of such issues is reciprocally related to soc1o-political and
economic connection. The incessant flow of common people’s
migration to foreign lands and continents as indentured labourer or
marginalised migrants due to socio-political, economic and personal
needs has always been accepted with sympathetic outlook. The
writers such as Amitav Ghosh, Salman Rushdie, Rohinson Mistry,
Jumpa Lahiri and others have dealt with these problematic issues
With polite, critical and penetrative insight in their texts to draw tbe
me"d’y attention. In this article, 1 would like to dicuss these diasgpnc
“dtransnafjong| problems as revealed in Amitav Ghosh's The Circle
"f Reason wih Ghosh’s capability of admixing of humamlty an@{

Mory and how the powerful historical events affect the hve: 0;
I:::,ri:eld marginalised and rootless indiv.iduall:‘j {ncaollll" :‘:‘;Z‘;f:{iti‘;t
hismri(d Ised hlstory beyond the conventional discour:
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The Circle of Reason .rccnrds the J“l'fnc)r of iy
migrants within lhc.' subcnnhncms‘un‘d then OnWargy, by
restricted to the multlcplmral grounds of the west butaly, Olony
rich Middle East. Inthis novel. the first group of my grants, g

Lalpukur, where the protagonist of the novel, Alu, the cigh Peary ,
boy, comes {0 live with his uncle Balaram and aunt Mayadep, Carg

migrations are exhilarated by a double displacement, e f.ll‘\;-t.:\h‘:\c
Nt

aftermath of the partition of 1947, and second during the B a“gladche
warof 1971: Y
Vomited out of their native soil years agq ip -

. € Other
carnage, and dumped hundreds of miles away, they had
longer left. Their only passion was memory; a I”"g.ino fn:(.)
land where the green was the greener, the rice whnzn th:
fish bigger than boats; where the rivers’ names sang |,
Megh Malhar on a rainy day—the Meghna,
Dholeshwari, the Kirtinosha, the Shitolokhkha, the Majesti
Arialkha, wider than the horizon. (Ghosh 59)

This memory that traverses boundaries and dwells in nostalgia
is amemory of ‘their native soil’; it is a longing for a place that could
have been home. The intensity of their longing is ignited by adepiction
of the horror of the material conditions which the retugees encounter

He saw people eating surrounded by their childem’
shit: the tin roofs were black with flies; in the lanes rat
would’t yield to human feet; there were no drains andno |
clean water, and the air was stagnant with germs, pregnaft.
with every known disease. (Ghosh 61) .

Home remains as a site, an ineffaceable presentand imw&f“""
return for many of the subaltern characters in this novel. The (‘:n‘f‘:
of Reason traces the journey of the protagonist Alu whose real n;m::

is Nochiketa Bose, from the village, Lalpukur to Caleutt lh.t‘"" : |
Mahe and then to the Middle East and finally to West. CSP‘:‘.'L]'C *
Algeria. Alu’s wander throughout the subcontinent and the Mx

Baicacs el alwa)®
Eastis a kind of eternal quest for identity and habitatio” atd

; c!’il““
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e g mirage to him and the other marginal migrants. Itis a
o J]:(.)Iit‘ and realistic journey from dark to light and from
v S'w,] 1 1o knowledge that sometimes relates the Picaresque trend
..nnr:m_‘lth'l]gsroman trend. The rootless wanderers are brought
and Hw.-( his novel to exemplify their collective struggle on the
sether in t1s _ ot by b _
o sJatform fora solid ground of their livelihood. Tn the world of
il l v alienation and quest, an individual or a group is always
mig .mru{\i;.;]ommy between the lost world and the new and strange
.u:rlll;‘::hich they have to accept without any alternative. In such
:;,e. they notonly experience the historical and physic.al trauma
imi also a kind of psychosomatic torment. They can n?l[h?r hark
hack themselves to their own root and wipe out from their mind nor
can accept the new world properly. They are sometimes called ‘no-
where beings’. Idil Bozkurt writes—

However, rather than replacing the old identity with
the new, the migrants experiences the coexistences of the
old self and the new self. It is as difficult for the migrant to
return back to his/her “roots/origins” once the change 1s
initiated as it is to be totally assimilated to the point that she/
he actually becomes Other. (15)

Balaram Bose, Alu’s uncle, portrayed as an eccentric visionary
who is obsessed with phrenology and Louis Pasteur, was born in
1914, a very crucial year when the First World War broke out and
the Whole Europe was blown by the gust of the hostile attitude of
gf{‘;ﬂ(;?:f&:; :1 ns\t;‘ui of efmphasisi ng on topsiturvydom condit?on
emigration 1 Canadaa’r.n ;e el:s to the Problems O.f Sguth‘Asmn

08d 10 a0 qorr. and ot e‘r countries. The Indian immigrants
several problems as the government of Canada

i .

"r'(’);l/(lisrel;i fhe.elght thousan‘d immigrants to be illegal intruders
&themin the vortex of pain and suftering. Ghosh writes:

l 14.,A]]l thf:t‘ 'Ba.laram knew was that he was born in
-t was a difficult year to choose from, for Reason

Wa.‘y' cmh’ »
4llled that year. Balaram could have chosen a date
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remains as a mirage (o h‘in1 and the other marginal migrants. Itis a
very symbolic and realistic journey from dark to light and from
jgnorance to knowledge that su]ncmnvs relates the Picaresque trend
qnd Buildungsroman trend. The rootless wanderers are brought
together in this novel to exemplify their collective struggle on the
came platform for a sohid ground of their livelihood. Tn the world of
migrancy. alienation and quest, an individual or a group is always

atin adichotomy between the lost world and the new and strange
world which they have to accept without any alternative. In such
gtate. they not only experience the historical and physical trauma
hut also a kind of psychosomatic torment. They can neither hark
hack themselves to their own root and wipe out from their mind nor
can accept the new world properly. They are sometimes called ‘no-
where beings’. Idil Bozkurt writes—

However, rather than replacing the old identity with
the new, the migrants experiences the coexistences of the
old self and the new self. It is as difficult for the migrant to
return back to his/her “roots/origins” once the change is
initiated as it is to be totally assimilated to the point that she/
he actually becomes Other. (15)

Balaram Bose, Alu’s uncle, portrayed as an eccentric visionary
who is obsessed with phrenology and Louis Pasteur, was born in
1914, a very crucial year when the First World War broke out and
the whole Europe was blown by the gust of the hostile attitude of
the “dﬂﬂﬂ\ Ghosh instead of emphasising on topsiturvydom condition
?r’n "1']1; rl;:ir(st Wo:ld War, refers to the pro?lems gl' Sloulh‘Asi;m

Ve fa:2 l(') Canada and other countries. The Indian myn: grants

Considensg lh!ﬂ:v.f:ral problcmsf as .thc government ut‘ Canada

OWing 1hemeiilg,h[ lhousanfi n'nmlgranfs‘; t(') be illegal m-truders
e vortex of pain and suffering. Ghosh writes:

All that Balaram knew was that he was born in

91 . e
qu,-4' - Itwas a difficult year to choose from, for Reason
cmbattled that year, Balaram could have chosen a date
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as many of his friends in college would haye. My
the many terrorist strikes against the Britigh i, Ben”,nwf
distant Europe there was always the declaratjoy, nfthﬁd[!- )
World War, and its assortment of massacres g h‘”k“h iy
Or there was the day in early August when ap Amcnzﬁ
judge in San Francisco, arbitrating on the wc(_md_wcin
application by a Hindu for citizenship in the Unjte Stme\:
took refuge in prehistory and decided that high-case Hindy,
were Aryans and therefore free and white. And. equally
there was another day in August when the col(m‘.;i
government in Canada rewrote a different prehistory whe,
it tumed the eight thousand Indians on board Kamagatamgp,
back from Vancouver, after deciding that the ancient raciy
purity of Canada could not be endangered by Asiaic
immigration. (41)
Let us go back to the deplorable condition of the protagonist
Alu who, having faced several problems starts his journey from his
native Lalpukur due to the massacre of carbolic acid and ultimately
his transformation into a suspected terrorist according to Bhudeb
Roy’s allegation against Alu as a notorious criminal, chased by the
police inspector Jyoti Das. Alu is forced to leave his own native
place in Lalpukur and move on a journey of migration and escape
aboard a ship called Miriamma with a motley crew and passengers
These marginal immigrants, now Alu’s companions, follow acoure
of journey, guided by the demands of the unskilled and semiskilled
labourers in the Middle East 1o get economic solidarity followins
the rise of vil prise in 1973, 4 movement that marked the shift fro™
;)l:il::‘(:::rr;:s:z’ \:/::: [[}),m;ld Harvey ca!ls ‘ufltur'a‘l i:l::‘ :;
o ) n.l urkc:i e ‘().rdlst-l(‘cynesaun to nc\'\-. ;;c ol
processes und marke. l}#'.](:hfl.l‘ucl?fl-!sctl.by more ﬂc\;1 v
"“"L‘UU“'(‘tmlm-um,n ( ¢ rise (ttﬁml prices in th ric 't‘ mic
Uil (GCC) created a kind of econ
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network in making migration Necessary
benefits. Lal, the Indian poljce officer, pogte in Al Ghay
searching for Indian suspecte( terrorists i

: , warns not to reveal
information to the Middlle East Authorities: SEE,

‘ Nothi ng. La! Said.dri]y, There is no thing we can do
i W.n:y ricky situation, We can’t alert the Ghazir;
authonties. It would be g disaster if ‘

s to Indian workers....... That would mean adrop in
remittances and therefore in the fore; gn exchange reserves

back home and so forth. (Ghosh 285)
The chapters titled ‘going west’ and ‘becalmed’ are very
central to the text and to the journey metaphor of diasporic sensibility,
Migration to foreign lands like other distressed mi grants in Ghosh’
fictions, seems to be a passport to heaven apparently and an escape
from the socio-economic oppression and cultural deprivation in their
native land. But the quest for identity disturbs the saneness of their
settled mentality and brings forth new hazards to their lives. Alu,
being chased by Jyoti Das, the Assistant Commissionar of Pgllcc,
Sets out a new and fresh journey in quest of new root or 1de{nnty by
throwing away his all past towards West. He undergoes a rigorous.
tiresome and tormentin g journey due to the lack of money and proper
helter. The amount, eight thousand rupees which he got from G;vaalt
one of Balaram's friends enabled him to begin journey to mivmi;
and ultimately to become a boarder in the boat Marriamma Wi
Steady 10 sail for Al-Ghazira. :
’ {‘(l)me bundle was thrust into Alu’s hands. A_lu ogi)npe;»l::
and found the few clothes Gopal had b(:)lz)%h;::;ts. Gopal
own copy of the Life of Pasteur - 8: d left it with me, to
smiled in embarrassment. Your uncle h nd Gopal looked
invest. It's yours now. Alu looked at hln(;::wn and touched
away. But Alu didn't argue. He bent blindly, and then he
Gopal’s feet. Gopal hugged him once,
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was gone, back to the flatin Hazra Roag, Send py,
away and wait for the police alone. (Ghog, | 68f|:‘:s Wif,
The chapter entitled *becalmed” is typically , ccmrulwﬂh

this novel. Here, Ghosh has quite brilliantly delineateq ';:Qll\? i
‘Marriamma’ that carries variegated migrants from differeny c::) 04y

of India to Al-Ghazira. The migrants with differen p”rpw: .
motives are gathered together from different Kinds of oy L‘ult:n[l
and economical backgrounds in this boat without any discrimman:ll
on the ground of same feeling, emotion and tenacity. The dcscnm,,.,:
of the boat pre-figures the journey of Girmitias in the Ibis in his later
novel Sea of Poppies (2008). Among the passengers in the boat
‘Marriamma’ are a professor, Samuel, a travelling salesman g,
madam and her girls, one of whom is pregnant. Here, Ghosh b
hinted at the problem of illegal immigration that creates a problen
not only for the immigrants but also to the socio-political setup o
the country where they are about to settle in and of the risks endured
by the immigrants in quest of their prosperous future. Ghosh has
presented in this chapter the well contrasted ideas such as hope and
despair, joy and fear and certainty and uncertainty. Ghosh's namative
ability attains its achme point through the presentation of the
characters in their mutual interaction. Apart from Alu, other W0
male characters namely Rakesh and Professor Samuel develop the

mutual relation by sharing their points of view. .

(_)“ the other hand, Ghosh, quite politely and symP“‘h""w“';
has dehmcd the deplorable plight of the women migrants throté .
their mientional and unintentional journey to the unknown lami\‘“:':\
[;m’;’::lexpeﬂcnce: The group of women who urt" :hii‘n §
didi. ar Fthe WPCWIs_lon of Zindi, treated by'thenf '.-L-‘lll‘- _
- are moved to Al-Ghazira to find them economically S

Z' 80 _.at ) . o'.l"

amnlfi:;:;"g:gc towards them is sometimes ilmh'gu;mjm\\ |
nt becaus s her busi®™

ooy ause on one hand, she engages them in her ™ |

_ . k . 1Y nn\.
read: ". she considers them to be her family M€ o
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And. as for women, why, when | getto Indi
have. o do anything. These women find me and come
runnmg: Take me, Zindi - no, me. Zindi-didi - don't take
her, she’s got lice. They go on like that. But I don't take
them all. Ttake only the good girls - clean, polite, and
hardworking. That’s why I have to £0 to India myself to
look. .. the whole of al-ghazira knows that Zindi's girls are
reliable and hardworking... And so T get a little extra. too.
not much. It’s not a business: it's my family, my aila, my
own house, and I'look after them, aa the boys and girls, and
no one’s unhappy and they all love me. (Ghosh 194)

Professor Samuel. a male migrant is doubtful regarding these
women who are driven out of their house for their sterility or failure
in marriage and procreation, whether they will be sold or not in
Middle East for great benefit. Karthamma, a woman migrant suffers
from her birth pain on the boat; refuses to give birth without the
proper birth rituals which she assumes will guarantee a better and
safe life for her unborn son with legal life and citizenship. In this
state, Ghosh with a sympathetic attitude has portrayed her whois in
dilemma between desire and compulsion: “She won't let the labor
start. She’s sitting on the floor and kicking and fighting. She’s stuffed
her hands into her womb, right in, up to her wrists.” (190) |

Ultimately all the migrants with their several ups and d‘own' In
the course of their journey reach the middle East country Al-Ghazira
In quest of a new meaning of their lives. But so many proble “‘_S
which the migrants face put them in crucial situal}on that make their
trial to get root impossible. Al-Ghazira is beset wnh.severul‘hazu.rds
that create the si gnificant turns in their lives. Primarily Alu is buried
Under the debris of massive building named Star which b_reuk.s: dgwn
While Alu and other labourers were working in side t‘hls building.
This Incident creates a confusion and fear in the minds ol llhc nwmhgm
m‘Zindi's house. At last Alu was rescued by a huge sc}\'nxng n-\ucm_ ne
after 4 foyw days. In the midst of the doubtful identity and socio-

aldon't
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cultural life, the wo rk of weaving rclmuins aconstant SOurce of
and order, Ghosh has pr esented this '"“C‘h'”‘f Metaphor y ,
valve to the distorted migrants in quest of their identity ;4 Stab
Robert Dixion in his review of thc’novclldca& wi‘lh the alleg,
implication of the CP”"O,dc_ DEigca Wikt historic,
mythical connotations. Dmgn rc'marks as follows:.

Alu’s burial is symbolic of the breakdown of tradition, ety
of indigenous civilization of colonialization. Tt can be Interprere
otherwise Alu, an individual with extraordinary gifts lost in the
dilapidated building, symbolizes the modern man’s confygjo, and
loss of root in the complex labyrinth of modern global network
Same is true of Alu’s companions including Rakesh who entered g,
collapsed building to rescue Alu. Robert Dixon comments: “they
find themselves lost in the postmodern space of collapsed glass and
concrete doom.” This reminds us of Saleem Sinai in Rushdie’s
Midnight's Children when he is lost in the Sundarbans. The action
of the novel operates on more than one level —realistic, metaphorical,
symbolical, colonial-cum-postcolonial, and postmodernist.

Ghosh has projected the concept ‘identity crisis” and its quest
in the backdrop of the critical process of nation building. The concept
‘Nationalism’ is both comprehensive and confusin g with the proces
of breaking and rebuilding against the binary of colonialismand
posteolonialism. Through the presentation of the individual namative
of the rparginalised and disempowered beings, Ghosh goes bey o
the arbitrary of shadow lines and reinterprete the history beyond™
periphery of Eurocentrism. Apart from Alu, Ghosh has put ™
. g characters of his other novels such as Tridiv and Tha ™ .
" The Shadow Lines, Rajkumar Doli and Uma in The Glass P
and Deeti and Kalua in Sea of Poppies in the territory of his projfe

i s h W awd
oAl o ldjs L the course of journey of the migrants take them! qwn
-Ghazira 10A] geria, [u IS PY i

the i 2 €ria, northern part of Africa where A g
glt)t: iflg?:-lm-ck 1o self discovcry, Jyoti das along with Alu becof‘;sn ;
- aveller. Atthe ending portion of the novel, we find A

piﬂl(:rn

v
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withthe others S,"_C!] as Dr. Mrs. Vrt'rmu. Jyoti Das and Kulf; n search
pfanew zest of life shcddm_g Qﬁ all kinds of suspects and enmity,
Tragedy comes Wh‘-"? Kulfi dies of a sudden heart attack due to
mmense pS,\’ChO-l_)hysncal tormentation which she had to face during
the ime of preparing the stage programme of a play Chitrangada.
The novel ends with a note of hope and new zest of life f;"- the
cootless and marginalised migrants who escape for a new ground
and now about to come back homeland to get a better means free
from strangeness, oppression and socio-political and cultural stain.
With a profound optimistic zeal, Alu along with Zindi and Boss. son
of Karthamma retain their quest for new vistas. ‘to fresh wood and
pastures new '

Aluand Zindi, with Boss in her arms, walked up through the
steep. narrow streets of the Medina to the high battlements of the
Kashah. From there they could see the ferry clearly, cutting swiftly
across the Straits, towards the Mediterranean. But Boss was looking
the other way, towards the Atlantic, and soon they were looking
there. too. scanning the waters. They saw nothing except sleepy,
crawling oil-tankers. So, drowsily warmed by the clear sunlight,
they settled down to wait for Virat Singh and the ship that was to
carry them home. Hope is the beginning. (Ghosh 457)

Thus, The Circle of Reason is a celebration of humanity and
Potentiality in the midst of local, national as well as global disaster. It
"avibrant response of reconstructing identity and the themes of
‘ootlessness, alienation, migrancy and displacement in the
PErspectives of new emerging Indo-Anglican novels bearing the
*4mp of modern and Renaissance India.
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